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SOUTHERN RAIL LINK, COST AND COMMENCEMENT OF SERVICES 

2102.  Dr E. Constable to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

(1)  In what year is the Mandurah to Perth Railway link expected to be fully operational? 

(2)  What is the estimated total capital cost of constructing the Mandurah to Perth Railway line including 
rolling stock? 

(3)  What is the estimated annual interest for each of the following financial years - 

(a)  2003-2004; 
(b)  2004-2005; 
(c)  2005-2006; 
(d)  2006-2007; 
(e)  2007-2008; 
(f)  2008-2009; and 
(g)  2009-2010? 

(4)  What are the projected annual costs of operating the Mandurah to Perth Railway link after it is fully 
operational? 

(5)  What is the cost breakdown for the expenditure in (4)? 

(6)  What is the projected yearly revenue to be derived by the State Government from the full operation of 
the Mandurah to Perth Railway link? 

(7)  What is the estimated number of passengers per day travelling from Mandurah to Perth in the first year 
of operation? 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 

1)  Services are scheduled to commence to Rockingham and Mandurah in December 2006. The first full 
financial year of operations is 2007/08.  

2)  The New MetroRail budget is 1,518 million in 2006/07 dollars. The breakdown is as follows:  
Railcars and depots     $300 million 
Northern Suburbs extension    $58 million 
Perth to Thornlie      $101 million 
Southern Suburbs Railway    $1059 million  

3)  The interest payments for the borrowings for the NMR Project are:  

a)  2003-04   $2.1M  
b)  2004-05   $20.2M  
c)  2005-06   $52.8M  
d)  2006-07   $70.8M  
e)  2007-08   $74.1M  
f)  2008-09   $71.8 M  
g)  2009-10   $69.4 M  

The interest payments are made over a 33-year period and reduce each year. For example, the debt 
repayment in 2020 will be approximately $42 million and in 2030 will be approximately $18 million.  

4)  Total Cost after deducting revenue, and including interest and depreciation for the whole New 
MetroRail Project in 2007/08 is budgeted to be $133.8M. This amount will reduce each year as interest 
payments reduce and revenue increases from patronage growth.  

5)  The total NMR project costs are broken down as follows.  

Train Crew    $9.5M  
Security     $14.1M  
Energy     $6.1M  
Maintenance Railcars   $12.2M  
Maintenance Infrastructure  $3.5M  
Corporate costs incl. insurance  $2.9M  
Interest     $74.1M  
Depreciation    $36M  
Less Revenue    ($24.6M)  
Net total cost    $133.8M  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 2 March 2004] 

 p139b-140a 
Dr Elizabeth Constable; Ms Alannah MacTiernan 

 [2] 

The previous Government’s Kenwick Deviation required 117 railcars – costing significantly more on 
train crews, security, maintenance, energy and so on.  

As the Fast Direct Route will carry more than 10,000 passengers more than the Kenwick Deviation 
there is a significant increase in revenue.  

A comparative analysis of the two routes estimates that it would cost approx $15 million per year more 
to operate the Kenwick Deviation.  

6)  The total revenue from the New MetroRail Project in the first full year of operation will be $24.6M.  

7)  The total New MetroRail Project is forecast to generate around 62550 boardings per weekday including 
return journeys from Perth. Based on an annualisation factor of 290 days this equates to around 18 
million annual boardings. This is made up of the following:  

The Southern Suburbs line is forecast to generate around 45,000 boardings per weekday including 
return journeys from Perth or around 13 million annual boardings.  

Thornlie Station is forecast to generate around 6650 boardings per weekday including return journeys 
from Perth or around 1.9 million annual boardings.  

Clarkson Station is forecast to generate around 6950 boardings per weekday including return journeys 
from Perth or around 2 million annual boardings.  

Greenwood Station is forecast to generate 3950 boardings per weekday including return journeys from 
Perth or around 1.2 million annual boardings. 

 


